Contemporary Issues 2010
Suggested issue: 

Trade union demonstration against the coalition government – investment not cuts

Supporting argument:

Conference notes the BBC News and Financial Times reports on 3 August that trade unions are calling for a TUC coordinated demonstration opposing the Tory-Lib Dem public spending cuts.

Conference notes the severe slump of investment in the current recession which, as the largest component of the fall in GDP, must be reversed for economic growth to be restored.

Conference notes that the government’s deficit has risen due to bailing out banks and the recession causing a sharp fall in taxation receipts, and that the deficit is not due to an unsustainable level of public spending.

Conference notes the proposed cuts, including in the government’s own forecasts, are expected to substantially increase unemployment and weaken economic growth. This will inevitably reduce government tax revenues, threatening to further increase, not decrease, the public sector deficit.

Conference notes YouGov’s August poll that indicates a majority believe the economy is likely to go back into recession this coming year.

Conference believes the Tory agenda is ideologically driven, which is why no priority is afforded to reviving economic growth, instead the objective of reducing public services is pursued and public investment being slashed. On the contrary, public investment should be increased in order to improve economic activity and that way reverse the deterioration in government finances.

Accordingly conference calls on the government to change its policy, and urges Labour Party members and affiliates to mobilise for the forthcoming trade union-called demonstration against the government’s cuts.
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Various links to useful pieces
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-10853909
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/11a921e8-9ee3-11df-931a-00144feabdc0.html
http://today.yougov.co.uk/politics/double-dip-fears
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2010/jun/29/budget-job-losses-unemployment-austerity
http://www.leftfootforward.org/2010/06/cuts-wont-reduce-the-deficit-investment-will/
Contemporary Issues 2010
Suggested issue: 

Con Dems’ referendum package

Supporting argument:

Conference notes the insistence of the Coalition’s Constitutional Affairs Minister in early August that their Alternative Vote referendum should be legislatively attached to the biggest changes in constituency boundaries since the 1920s. At the same time Mark Harper appears unbothered by Labour’s recognition that up to 3.5 million voters, mainly poor ones, may be omitted from the electoral register, while declaring himself satisfied that ‘best estimates suggest 92% of the electorate are registered.’

Conference rejects the Coalition package which would:

1. Reduced the number of MPs by 7.5%, thereby creating extremely large constituencies and reducing the opportunity for each constituent to gain effective access to his/her MP;

2. Enable the redrawing of constituency boundaries without allowing either independent public inquiries or any proper appeal mechanism;
3. Oblige voters to consider the merits or otherwise of the Alternative Vote without also having the option of voting for some kind of Proportional Representation;

4. Fail to mention that the Alternative Vote would, by allowing the first preference of most voters to be negated by the second and lower preference of others, enable a third-placed party like the Lib Dems to wield seriously disproportionate influence on a more or less permanent basis;

5. Make the campaign on these far-reaching constitutional questions take place at exactly the same time as campaigning for the vitally important elections also due on 5 May in England, Scotland and Wales.

Conference therefore calls on Labour MPs to campaign and vote against the Con Dems’ self-serving and undemocratic package.
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Suggested issue: 

Oppose Tory attack on secure tenure for social housing tenants

Supporting argument:

 On 5 August David Cameron proposed short term tenancies for all new council and housing association tenants. This came on the heels of the budget announcement of housing benefit cuts including a 10 percent reduction in benefit for job seekers out of work for more than 12 months. This is a clear attack by the Tory government on the most vulnerable in society and on those for whom the financial risks and insecurity associated with the private housing market are not an option.   

The current housing crisis, which has resulted in millions looking to local authorities for an affordable solution to their housing needs, has its roots in the discredited right to buy policy, exacerbated by the failure of successive governments to build at a rate that would address the needs of those excluded from the private housing markets by spiralling prices. This crisis is not the fault of those on council waiting lists nor the fault of the long term unemployed, yet these are the people who will be forced from their homes onto an unregulated, unaffordable private market or into homelessness. 

We have campaigned at conference for many years for the rights of tenants and for public provision of affordable housing. The progress we made is now at risk, Conference calls upon  the Labour Party, nationally and locally to oppose the Tory proposals and demand commitment to a council house building programme  to provide affordable homes with secure tenancies for those in need.  
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