	National Policy Forum Nomination Application 
	[image: image1.jpg]




	Name:  Ray Davison
	

	Address:

45a Cranford Avenue

Exmouth

Devon

EX8 2QD

Telephone Number: 01395 277481

Mobile Number: 07282 780710

Email: r.davison@exeter.ac.uk
	


Dear Constituency Secretary

I would like to represent Labour party members in our region on the National Policy Forum and am seeking nominations for my candidacy in the elections. As you will know, nominations close on March 30 and there are 4 senior vacancies (2 female, 2 male) and 1 female youth. I have the support of my own CLP East Devon and would be grateful if you would place my request before your own CLP. 

SUCCESS ON THE NPF:

I have served on the NPF before - my headline achievement was undoubtedly moving the final stage amendment to persuade Chris Smith, the then Culture Secretary, to abolish charges for entry to national galleries and museums.

My qualifications in support of this request are as follows:
PARTY MEMBERSHIP: A RECORD OF HARD WORK: 

active and committed member for 38 years including long periods as Branch and CLP Secretary, Chair, Press Officer and Political Education Officer. PPC in Honiton in 1992 (stood as Labour and Cooperative and doubled our vote) and several times Agent for District, County and General Elections (agent for Gareth Manson when he stood for Parliament in East Devon in 2010 and achieved one the strongest results in a non-target seat in the region). I produce a popular constituency newsletter and have organised regularly for many years two annual fetes which have raised thousands of pounds for the local party.  Former member of Regional Board and NPF. Regular delegate/visitor to National Conference and have addressed Conference on a number of occasions including on issues of Party Democracy.
PERSONAL PROFILE:

Retired Head of French Department, Exeter University, specialist in French Thought and Existentialism. I am an accomplished communicator, well used to public speaking in different forums and to media work (have been on Radio 3 professionally, on R4 in support of republicanism, on R5 on Steve Nolan show/ programme about leadership election during Manchester 2010 and again asked to do interview by R5 about Ed Miliband’s likely topics in his first NPF address). The  BBC 2 Politics Show invited me to do a before and after interview on EM’s first leader’s speech to 2010 Conference after his election success and I was able to give a upbeat message which resonated with members from all parts of the Labour Party. However I am acutely aware that communication is also about listening – particularly to those with whom I may not at first agree. I would describe myself as basically a rational and analytical person with a lot of energy, a love of political argument and debate and a sense of fun. 

POLITICAL PROFILE:

I believe in democratic socialism and equality of opportunity and access, to be advanced through dialogue, pluralism, cooperation and responsible trade unionism. I also believe in regulation and progressive taxation. I want Labour to be in power and  I know that to secure this we need to re-mobilise support across a range of persuasions. We need to address issues of wealth and wage inequalities, the political economy (what is the economy for, the community or sectional greed?), accountability and tax evasion. The Forum and Conference are where this should be done.

I am a long-standing member of the Campaign For Labour Party Democracy and act as its South West Regional Key Person. I also currently edit its Annual Campaign Newsletter and am responsible for the last 6 editions. At last year’s Liverpool Conference, I was responsible for editing the daily Campaign Briefing (‘Old Gold’ as it is sometimes called). CLPD has a good history of campaigning for members’ rights. 
NATIONAL POLICY FORUM: 
The NPF is a vital but underused link between ordinary members and the central policy making structures within the Party. It is also the body that helps turn suggestions and ideas into coherent and consistent policy.  However, as an instrument of policy-making, the NPF has yet to find its feet, especially in its relation to Annual Conference and other sources of policy which sometimes take by surprise the NPF’s own members. I think that the Forum is undergoing an uncertain period in its development. I hope you will agree that it needs strong and committed voices to steer it, voices that will ensure that members’ views are respected and addressed and are part of a dialogue that will reconnect us with voters and the reality of most ordinary people’s lives and their expectations of our Party. 

If the Party is to flourish, then the NPF must become more potent and better accountable to ordinary members. I have the strength, commitment and ideas to help the NPF do this.
Pledges:
If elected to the NPF, I make these three pledges:

If invited, I will endeavour to visit every constituency in our region.  

I will produce a newsletter telling ordinary members how I am representing them.

I will engage energetically with every aspect of the policy making process.

To achieve this, I need your constituency to nominate me to the NPF and to put an X in the box alongside Ray Davison in the forthcoming ballot. 

Thank you for any consideration you may care to give to this request. Please pass it on if you are no longer in office.  

Yours 

Ray Davison Membership number A103236

