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Dear Colleagues

Seeking nomination for the National Policy Forum representing the South East

This summer all members via a postal vote will have the opportunity to vote for their representatives for the National Policy Forum, representing the South East, and I am writing to seek your constituency’s nomination.  The closing date for nominations to be received is 31 March 2012. 

Recently, some ordinary members have become disaffected with the process of the NPF. When members attend local policy forums they need to have confidence that what is fed back to the NPF has an influence. The Refounding Labour initiative gives a golden opportunity to make sure that this happens in the future, and as your SE NPF representative, I would grasp that opportunity. I commit to:
· Listening to all members

· Visiting CLPs and local policy forums so I know what they are saying

· Making the NPF hear what the SE CLPs are saying

· Putting forward the case for the SE strongly at the national level

· Working closely with other SE representatives

· Setting up a blog so that members can contribute their ideas
What are my credentials for the job?
Firstly, I am a long-standing and active trade unionist in my union, Unite.  I strongly believe in strengthening the link between the trade unions and the Labour Party; this has never been as important as it is now, with the coalition’s attacks on trade union activities and Facilities Time.  In 2011, I was honoured to be elected to the Unite National Executive Council, representing our region.  I sit on the SE Health Sector Committee, and represent the SE on the National Health Sector Committee, campaigning against the Health and Social Care Bill. Recently I have been involved in pivotal discussions regarding the Government’s attack on public sector pensions. I spoke on behalf of Unite at the rally in Reading on 30 November.  I am a member of the Unite SE and National Political Committees. I chair the SE Region Women’s Committee and represent them on the National Women’s Committee. I am a workplace representative, currently fighting grievance and disciplinary cases on behalf of my members. 
Secondly, I have been a member of the Labour Party for over 20 years. I sit on the SE Regional Board of the Labour Party.  I am the Secretary/Treasurer of NE Hampshire CLP. I have served at every level of the party, from Town Councillor to Parliamentary Candidate. I stood at Guildford at the 2001 General Election and in SW Bedfordshire in the 2005 election.  I enjoyed the cut and thrust of the contest, canvassing at the doorstep and by phone and at street stalls. During the campaigns I learned a lot about communication skills in speeches and impromptu debates. I have spoken on several occasions at National Conferences, specifically about health, education, asylum and immigration matters. 
Thirdly, I have the local knowledge to represent members from the South East. I have lived in Hampshire since 1983, and during this time I brought up 3 children, all of whom were given a good education in state schools. I was for many years a governor at Yateley School.
Next, a few words about who I am. 
I was brought up in a working class home and left school at 16. I trained as a State Registered Nurse and qualified as a midwife before eventually becoming a District Nurse. I have worked for 40 years in the NHS, and am now a Health Visitor in Bracknell. As a mature student, I gained a degree in Health Promotion. My experience of bringing up a family whilst juggling demanding work and political commitments has kept my feet firmly of the ground. I find great relaxation in gardening, swimming and watching football. 

Finally, what would I like to achieve on the National Policy Forum?  
I would like the Labour Party to return to our core socialist principles and values, something which I feel the electorate believe we have lost over the past years. It is often said that there is little difference between the main political parties; I don’t believe this to be true – but Labour has to be seen to be the party that stands up for hard working people and not the people of big business. It is crucial that we have strong policies that appeal to the electorate and are going to help us win the next General Election, and we in the South East take back those seats that we lost in 2010. 
If I am fortunate to be elected, I would make efforts to re-establish links between the party, trade unions and the ordinary members. I am not shy of putting in the ground work necessary to understand the concerns of the grass roots membership. I am not afraid to take a stand for the principles I and the members think are important. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

Yours fraternally

Joyce Still 
