This conference recognises that affordable and secure housing must be a priority. The building and maintenance of strong communities should be central to London Labour’s housing policy.

[bookmark: _GoBack]To this end London local government should be encouraged to set up lettings agencies to supply cheap and secure rented accommodation. We call for the end of “affordable” (80%) rent schemes and their replacement with homes at social rent. We believe that subsidies for house buying have worsened the housing crisis by making it easier for those not in housing need and increasing the overall cost of housing and call for these subsidies to be ended and be used for both new build and improving existing housing stock.

Leaving rental costs to market forces has been disastrous and we call on the Mayor of London to deliver on the London Living Rent. This should have universal application but the first priority is to enable the recruitment and retention of key workers. We believe that rents should be regulated and that buying property for speculation must be discouraged through taxation.

We call on the Mayor of London to use his powers to enforce 50% social rent in new house building in London, and to vigorously counter arguments on viability as a means of extracting excessive profits from building. 

We note that much of a housing subsidy to private landlords is spent on sub-standard dwellings, and that this should be used to provide affordable housing. 

We acknowledge that we need to build up our housing infrastructure in anticipation of a Labour government pledged to return to a realistic level of house building; we encourage in-house building departments and to commit to an increase in apprenticeships.






