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SATURDAY
Angela Eagle, NPF Chair did the welcome.  The discussion would focus on the 10 discussion papers which have attracted 55,000 submissions to the YourBritain policy hub.  She praised the work of Ann Black, NEC and Ian Reilly, East Midlands Organiser who had received awards in the Queens Birthday honours.  She hoped the weekend would see better communication and banish the cynicism from the Party.  She said we need to channel our outrage on the basis of Realism and Idealism.

Jon Cruddas spoke on the policy review.  The work programme had commissioned 21 pieces of work ranging from Spending and growth, to transport and housing.

Reps asked numerous questions regarding issues   these focussed on the need for an equalities Champion, joining up services and in my case the importance of devolution for the English regions.  On process, reps highlighted the difficulties that some members had making submissions, and the fact that so many ordinary members felt detached from the process.   The need to ensure that clear alternative positions weren’t ignored was agreed by John Cruddas.
ED MILIBAND  then spoke on the importance of the Living Wage and the need for Labour to show the public that we are a credible alternative to the Tories.   In 2015 the deficit will be £78bn higher than Osborne had predicted due to lack of growth.  Even the IMF supports Ed Ball’s proposal for £10bn investment in infrastructure.   He referred to the Spirit of ’45.   ‘Politics is about priorities’- Nye Bevan.   Labour would tax banker’s bonuses, introduce a mansion tax and bring back the 10p and 50p tax rates.  We will integrate Health and Social care.  We should have a regional banking system and crack down on payday loan companies.   We will act on ‘zero hours’ contracts.  He said we are determined to start building houses again and will tell developers that the ‘either use the land, or lose the land.’    Quoting Attlee he said, ‘We have a faith’  that we can turn our country around.
Responding to questions he said we should give councils more powers to set fair rents, that strong Trade Unions are essential and that he hopes we can repeal the Bedroom Tax.   He said our proposals must be credible and if the public don’t believe us we won’t win.  Fees for workplace tribunals need to be opposed, we must outlaw blacklisting and support free school meals.   We should have a ‘Young People’s manifesto’ reduce student fees and introduce votes at 16.  We will repeal the NHS Act.  He’s happy to be called a Socialist’ It says it on our membership card.’   On Trident he said we should see what the government report  says and then have our debate.  ‘We won’t make a difference without having the proper debates within our party’
NPF then went into workshops to discuss the challenge papers.   As I’m a member of the Global Role Policy Commission, I attended this first.  Ivan Lewis, shadow International development said we our language has to be more realist than elist and he repeated Ed’s statement that there will need to be a debate on Trident.   The overseas budget must be focussed on supporting development rather than providing aid and we will do more to work with trusted non government groups like Oxfam and Christian Aid.
ED BALLS  spoke after lunch.   We warned the government what would happen but they failed to listen and are still making the same mistakes but we need to start planning for power.

Responding to questions he said we’re already talking about co-operative housing projects.  We need for a business investment bank.   Sacking HMRC workers isn’t the way to tackle tax avoidance.  There is a need for both the Minimum Wage and the Living Wage.   Raising one to the level of the other would be untenable.    We need clarity on carbon emissions for 2030.  He said he is the first Shadow Chancellor to be Labour Co-Op.  We need more Co-Operative educational trusts.   We will support the Robin Hood Tax and release £10bn for capital investment.    He said he prefers to talk about the future and not go on about who was to blame for the crash in 2008.
More workshops followed which were summarised in the plenary :

Ian Murray spoke for Work and Business which focussed on tax avoidance,  British Investment Bank.  We should tackle the abuse of workers rights and widen the gangmaster regulator’s remit.  We should extend the Living Wage and re-visit the section in the paper which suggests compulsion of the unemployed.

Maria Eagle said on Living Standards and Sustainability there is support for devolving transport powers and for regulating buses.
Phil Hope on Health and Social Care said we need to enhance local accountability, reconfiguration of services should always be based on clinical evidence and there should be an end to zero hours contracts.   There was full support for the concept of ‘whole person care’.

Hilary Benn spoke on Stronger, Safer Communities.  Affordable rented housing is essential.  There is support for land bank action and for the regulation of letting agents with longer tenures.

Stephen Twigg summed up for Childcare and Education.  There should be additional support for people in their own localities with funding being provided at source.

Jan Royall spoke on Better Politics.   More emphasis for the priorities of young people with votes at 16.  Better governance and more working class MPs.

John Spellar spoke on International and highlighted the need for sustainable development.

SUNDAY   
While Saturday was about looking at discussion papers which had already been commented on, Sunday was about planning and identifying priorities for the coming year.   I went to the sessions on Politics and International.  I made the case for more open, affordable selections and the need to do the groundwork for future devolution for the English Regions.  At international I made the case for a debate on Trident and for a unilateralist stance.  In my opinion Trident is an out of date relic of the Cold War.  Just as nobody believes there to be a place for battleships in our strategic defence, neither is there a need for out of date missiles.   Jim Murphy disagreed.
The plenary was divided into 4 areas:

SOCIETY:  Keith Birch summarised that key policy areas would be health, education, police cuts and local and regional democracy.

ECONOMY: Mary Creagh highlighted employment rights, job security and sustainability.

POLITICS: Joanna Baxter.  There is a lot of political dis-engagement.  We need to work out how to reach out to the public.  We need to look at candidate selections and get how we improve governance.

INTERNATIONAL:  Clare Moody highlighted the need to debate Trident, our position on the EU, on Turkey and Syria, the arms trade.

Thanks for giving me the opportunity to attend on your behalf and please keep a watch on the YourBritain website for updates.   We need your submissions.  If you have any problems please get in touch.
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