
 
 

National Policy Forum Elections 2012: Scottish CLP Section 
Vote for Reform 

 

Every active Labour Party member knows that although useful steps have been taken, 

there is still much to be done to improve party democracy and the way the National 

Policy Forum works.  Ed  Miliband has our full support in calling for local parties to be 

more outgoing and involved with the unions and our communities, and we support his 

view that policy suggestions which show backing from such sources should be more 

successful in being heard in our policy making process.  It seems to us essential, 

therefore, that we recognise where our policy making processes fall down, and take steps 

to correct them. To take just one example, it is surely high time to end the choice 

between “all or nothing” when National Conference is voting on policy reports.   This 

regularly leaves delegates and affiliated organisations dissatisfied with the course of 

Conference debates and the ultimate outcome.  It should be possible to refer back part of 

any policy document without rejecting the policy as a whole.  And would it not be more 

democratic if all party members could vote in the election of the powerful Conference 

Arrangements Committee, when they are balloting anyway for the National Executive 

and the National Policy Forum?  Choosing our candidates for elected public office is one 

of the most important tasks that ever fall to members. Yet in some cases practices have 

been permitted that should not be allowed in a democratic party.  Selections need to be 

seen to be fair and result in an outcome that members can rally behind.    

 

The three of us have been active these past two years since we were first elected by 

postal ballot of all members to the National Policy Forum.  We have done our best to 

ensure an accurate reflection of Scottish opinion in all policy areas, while taking into 

account the welcome devolution of more decision making powers to the Party in 

Scotland.  We have taken steps to feed back to Party members.   

 

We are personally united in backing public ownership, progressive taxation, nuclear 

disarmament, the restoration of trade union rights and the sustaining of public services 

against the Tory onslaught. 

 

In seeking re-election to the National Policy Forum, we ask for your support so that we 

can to continue this work on your behalf. 

 

 

Ann Henderson               Jim Mackechnie                  Maria Fyfe 

annhenderson29a@blueyonder.co.uk  jimmack@talktalk.net  fyfe_maria@hotmail.com 
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